
    

Governor’s Council on Disability 
Meeting Minutes 

April 3, 2009 

 
Council Members Present/Participating:   
Karen Benson, Joan Bergstrom, Ed.D., Joe Colagiovanni (by telephone), Ed Duff, Mike Esser, 
Gregory Greven, Todd Mayfield, Sue Orton, Renee Powell, Joe Sartorius, James Trout 
 
Council Members Not Present/Participating:   
Mary Ellen Jenison 
 
Unexcused Absences: 
Matt Hughes, Sarah Olson, Dr. Hani Soudah, Molly Tallarico 
 
Department Liaisons:   
Gena Ahlers (Missouri Department of Revenue – DOR), Kristin Funk (Dept. of Economic 
Development – DED/DWD), Chris Larsen (Department of Health and Senior Services – 
DHSS), Phyllis Launius (Office of the State Court Administrator - OSCA), Walter Pearson 
(Office of Administration – Assistant Commissioner), Elizabeth Reed (MODOT), Robin Rust 
(Department of Mental Health – DMH), Brenda Treadwell-Martin (Missouri Department of 
Transportation – MODOT) 
 
Guests: Ginny Colten-Bradley, Stephanie Cox, Jeanne Hunt, MO Access and her 

daughter Molly, Wendy Spangler, Lori Winter  
 
Staff:   Linda Baker, Donna Borgmeyer, Claudia Browner, Isabelle Harris 
 
Real Time Captioner:  Debbie Reithmeyer 
 
 
Interim Chair Karen Benson called the meeting to order at 9:35 AM.  With eleven Council 
members in attendance, there was a quorum for the meeting.  Karen Benson welcomed and 
introduced new Council member James Trout.  
 
The Council members unanimously voted to approve the January 9, 2009 meeting minutes.  
The agenda for the day was amended and approved as amended.  
 
Report from Interim Council Chair Karen Benson: 
Karen Benson has applied for the Council Chair position and has interviewed with the 
Governor’s office.  The Governor’s office is currently conducting a background check. The 
Governor will present her appointment to the Senate for confirmation. 
 
The new committee structure, which was presented to the Council members electronically, 
was approved as amended.  Dr. Bergstrom will be participating in the Advocacy Committee; 
James Trout will be a member of the Finance and Advocacy Committees; Kristin Funk will be 
removed from the Personnel Committee; and Walter Pearson will serve on the Personnel 
Committee.  (Revised committee list attached) 
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Karen reminded the attendees that committees need to meet at least once between Council 
meetings.  
 
Karen received an e-mail from Mary Nelson in the Governor’s Boards and Commissions office.  
According to this e-mail, a Council member whose term has expired needs to serve on the 
Council until a replacement has been appointed.  Council members whose terms have ended or 
are about to end need to go online to apply in order to be reappointed.  
 
Karen requested that Council members give a report on their GCD related activities at each 
meeting, beginning with the September meeting.   
 
Karen reported that Todd Mayfield was appointed to the Quality Home Care Council and 
asked him to provide the Council with information about that Quality Home Care Council’s 
work. 
 
Action item:  Add Council member reports to agenda.  
    
Department Liaison Information: 
The department liaisons introduced themselves and gave an update about their departments. 
 
Brenda Treadwell-Martin (MODOT) informed the Council about MODOT’s annual diversity 
conference held March 25.  She thanked Linda Baker for her presentation about disabilities to 
more than 100 managers. 
 
Chris Larsen (DHSS) reported that Randy Rodgers from DHSS was appointed the Quality 
Home Care Council.   She provided a handout about DHSS’s Childcare Resource & Referral 
Inclusion Services, which helps locate childcare services for children with special needs. 
 
Kristin Funk (DED/DWD) reported that her agency is currently busy working on recovery act 
funds and developing new youth and summer job programs.  DWD currently has 10 disability 
navigators in the 14 regions.  Ms. Funk thanked Linda for her presentation to the disability 
navigators at their meeting in March.  
 
Robin Rust (DMH) handed out information about the Mental Health Champions awards, which 
were presented to three different individuals on April 1.  She then informed the Council about 
the upcoming Missouri Consumer, Family & Youth Leadership conference, held August 23-25 at 
Tan-Tar-A.  Proposals for speakers for this conference need to be submitted by April 30. 
The Division of Developmental Disabilities is working on revising their wait list scoring/needs 
assessment for home and community based services, which will be implemented in about one 
year. 
 
Gena Ahlers (DOR) – no report. 
 
Walter Pearson (OA) reported that he oversees the divisions of purchasing and personnel.  He 
is also the liaison to the stimulus taskforce.   
 
Phyllis Launius (OSCA) reported that she was asked to do an accessibility assessment of the 
Worth County Courthouse. The county is supportive of making necessary changes and will be 
applying for CDBG or USDA block grant funds for this project.   
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On April 1, Ms. Launius gave a presentation on people with disabilities, assistive listening 
devices, etc. to court clerks and associate judges. 
 
Council member reports: 
Joe Sartorius met with 60 teachers on transition programming in the St. Louis area to promote 
MYLF.  There is a new Navigators program for kids with disabilities and those who are involved 
with the juvenile court system. This 501(c)3 is working on support services to keep those 
children in school. 
 
Sue Orton was named honorary chair of the Missouri for Safe Roads coalition. She attended 
the Annual Brain Injury Awareness Day at the Capitol and did advocacy work for the primary 
seatbelt enforcement and helmet law. 
 
Greg Greven reported about Hope Bridge’s new center for children with disabilities in crisis in 
Bolivar.  The Independent Living Center office in Branson is now open and Bolivar will open 
shortly.  Greg was named the chairperson for the Universal Design Committee in Springfield.  
He attended the LEP and testified on the ticket to work legislation.  
 
Ed Duff reported about his advocacy work on HB95 relating to prescriptions and pharmacies; 
his recent tour of Truman Behavioral Health Center in Kansas City; and the availability of 
“oxygen through eyewear”.  
 
The Council took a break from the member reports to hear the speaker presentation. 
 
Missouri Youth Leadership Forum Sustainability: 
Linda Baker first thanked Mike Esser for Edward Jones’ generous donation to the Missouri 
Youth Leadership Forum and then introduced Lori Winter and Ginny Colten-Bradley from the 
MYLF Planning Committee who spoke about funding options for future Missouri Youth 
Leadership Forums. 
After hearing the different options, the Council decided to have the Finance Committee work 
with the MYLF planning committee to work on one of the two following options:  1. Establish a 
501(c)3 to administer MYLF or 2. Contract with a not-for-profit to sustain the MYLF program. 
Members of the committees are: Mike Esser, Joe Colagiovanni, Joe Sartorius, Walter Pearson, 
Sue Orton, James Trout, Lori Winter, Ginny Colten-Bradley, and Linda Baker.  The two 
committees will explore both options and present their findings at the September meeting.   
 
Report from Executive Director Linda Baker: 
Linda Baker summarized her ED report.  Her priority since the January meeting has been the 
budget for the remainder of FY09 and FY10.  The Council’s 4 FTE will be sustained with a 
reduced E&E budget for operating expenses. 
Per the Council’s electronic votes, letters supporting HB 236 and opposing HB 227 have been 
sent out.  Representative Jeff Grisamore has introduced HB 1047 designating October as 
Disability History Month and requiring schools to add disability history to the regular 
curriculum. 
 

Business Leadership Network (BLN): 
The BLN in St. Louis has restructured to a 501(c)3 with a board of directors. 
The Greater Kansas City BLN will hold its kickoff event on May 19 in Kansas City. 
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Legislative Education Project (LEP): 
More than 200 people have already attended the LEP and customized LEP. The program 
will continue until the end of April, with an additional 50+ people attending over the 
next few weeks. 
 
Inclusion Awards: 
Linda has presented the Bob Aldridge Advocate of the Year and the Small Employer of 
the Year awards.  The Large Employer of the Year and the Excellence in Universal 
Design and Technology awards will be presented at the Power Up conference in 
Columbia on April 28. 
 

 Poster & Journalism contest: 
 For the first time ever, the overall winner of both contests is the same person.  Peter 

Yankowsky, a high school student from Platte City, will receive his awards at the Power 
Up conference on April 28. 

 
Recess was taken for lunch while the Advocacy and Programs Committees met. 
 
GCD committee reports: 
 
Programs Committee (Joe Sartorius reporting): 

• Continue Poster & Journalism contests and MYLF  

• Schedule presentations on the following topics for the upcoming Council meetings: 
o Accessibility of Missouri State Parks (Speaker: Dept. of Natural Resources) 
o Unemployment of People with Disabilities and available services (Speaker: 

Missouri Commission on Human Rights or EEOC) 
o How to take care of children with disabilities or elderly when caretakers are no 

longer alive (Speaker: Met LIFE or Midwest Special Needs Trust) 
o Update on available assistive technology, e.g. the Livescribe Pen (Speaker: 

Missouri Assistive Technology) 
Karen Benson commented that programs might also focus on service gaps in addition to 
available services/programs. 
 
Advocacy Committee (Sue Orton reporting): 

• Work with Dr. Joan Bergstrom and Renee Powell to put together a report on advocacy 
efforts throughout the state.  

• Evaluate the 2009 LEP program based on evaluations and feedback 

• Get more information about the Disability Vote Project task force and legislation 
regarding voter registration and voting accessibility. 

 
Karen Benson encouraged the committees to meet at least twice before the next Council 
meeting in September. 
 
Council member reports, continued:  
 
Karen Benson reported that she chairs the Governor’s Disaster Recovery Partnership and is 
involved with the Special Needs Task Force Steering Committee.  She gave presentations at the 
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SEMA and Public Health conferences, and attended a Network of Care site presentation about 
portable health information. 
 
Todd Mayfield reported about his advocacy opportunities on behalf of his son, who was able to 
meet Governor Nixon on his 13th birthday.  They discussed budget issues, first steps and early 
intervention.  Todd then reported about the Challenger Baseball League in Jefferson City for 
athletes with disabilities, sponsored by a local businessman.  This business man received the 
American Red Cross’s Small Business Hero Award for his inclusion efforts.  
 
Public Comment: 
Jeanne Hunt spoke to the Council about fragrance and chemical sensitivities.  She represents 
Missouri Access and Missouri Kids Health Coalition.  Her request was for the Governor’s 
Council on Disability to support and advocate for a fragrance free policy to be adopted by all 
Missouri state departments.  
Karen Benson stated that the Council would review the information Ms. Hunt e-mailed to the 
Council and discuss this topic at the September meeting. 
 
Action Item: Review information about fragrance and chemical sensitivities and add 

discussion under old business for September Council meeting 
 
Old Business: none 
 
New Business: 
Dr. Joan Bergstrom made a motion for the Council to issue a letter of support regarding the 
text-to-audio feature of the Kindle2® book reader.  This feature provides equal access to E-
books for people with visual and reading disabilities by allowing them to listen to an audio 
version of books and other publications.  The Council voted unanimously in favor of this 
motion.  Dr. Bergstrom will draft a letter of support and submit it to the Council for electronic 
vote by e-mail.   
 
Joe Sartorius asked for resources for people with disabilities who become unemployed.  Linda 
Baker will recommend someone from the Missouri Commission on Human Rights to present at 
an upcoming Council meeting. 
 
Dr. Bergstrom offered the Council members her expertise as a resource person in regards to 
the ADA Amendment Act.  
 
Action item: Draft letter of support regarding Kindle 2 ® e-book text-to-audio feature 

for electronic vote. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 PM. 
 
The next Council meeting will be held Friday, September 11, 2009 at 9:30 AM at the 
Governor’s Office Building in Jefferson City, Room 470. 
 

Summary of Action Items: Person Responsible: 

Add Council member reports to agenda Claudia Browner 
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Attachments:  Updated Council & state liaison roster 
  2009 Committee list 
 
 
 
 
Minutes by Claudia Browner, Executive I                                                           
April 14, 2009 

Review information about fragrance and chemical sensitivities/ 
Add topic to September agenda under old business 

Council members/ 
Claudia Browner 

Draft letter of support regarding Kindle2® text-to-audio for 
electronic vote  

Dr. Joan Bergstrom 


