
    

Governor’s Council on Disability 
Meeting Minutes 

September 11, 2009 

 
Council Members Present/Participating:   
Karen Benson, Joan Bergstrom, Ed.D., Joe Colagiovanni, Ed Duff, Gregory Greven, Sue Orton, 
Renee Powell (by phone), Molly Tallarico, James Trout (by phone) 
 
Council Members Not Present/Participating:   
Mike Esser, Mary Ellen Jenison, Todd Mayfield, Joe Sartorius 
 
Unexcused Absences: 
Matt Hughes, Sarah Olson, Dr. Hani Soudah 
 
Department Liaisons:   
Gena Ahlers (Missouri Department of Revenue – DOR), Michael Armstrong (Department of 
Health and Senior Services – DHSS), Kristin Funk (Dept. of Economic Development – 
DED/DWD), Tim McDonald (Missouri State Highway Patrol), Phyllis Launius (Office of the 
State Court Administrator - OSCA), Rudolph Nickens (MODOT), Walter Pearson (Office of 
Administration – Assistant Commissioner), Robin Rust (Department of Mental Health – DMH) 
 
Guests: Stephanie Cox (ILRC), Shawn D’Abreu (Paraquad), Jeanne Hunt (MO Access),  

Ida Rohwedder (SWCIL), Chris Wilson (OA-ITSD) 
 
Staff:   Linda Baker, Donna Borgmeyer, Claudia Browner, Isabelle Harris 
 
Real Time Captioner:  Debbie Reithmeyer 
 
Chair Karen Benson called the meeting to order at 9:40 AM.  With nine Council members in 
attendance, there was a quorum for the meeting.  Introductions followed. 
 
Adobe Connect webcasting presentation 
Chris Wilson, Office of Administration – ITSD, gave a presentation about Adobe Connect 
webcasting.  He demonstrated the features of the program which is used to conduct business 
meetings via the Internet.  For the audio portion of the meeting, a conference call is used.  The 
software license costs $500 per year for unlimited meetings with up to 100 participants.  If the 
Council decides to use this software for future meetings, Mr. Wilson offered to conduct 
additional training on the use of the software. 
 
Approval of agenda and minutes 
The Council members unanimously voted to approve the April 3, 2009 meeting minutes and 
the agenda for the day.  
 
Report from Council Chair Karen Benson: 
The Council discussed meeting dates for 2010 and decided to add two electronic meetings via 
webcasting or video conferencing in addition to the four quarterly face to face meetings.  
Walter Pearson will find out if GCD can use OA’s license for the Adobe Connect webcasting. 
The meeting day was changed to Mondays to accommodate the Council’s needs to meet with 



GCD Meeting Minutes  
September 11, 2009 Meeting 

 
 

 Page 2 

 

legislators at the Capitol. These meetings will be added as an agenda item for the two meetings 
during the legislative session. 
 
The 2010 meeting schedule was unanimously approved as follows: 
 

January 11, 2010 -  Electronic meeting  
March 1, 2010  -  Face to face meeting  
May 3, 2010  - Face to face meeting 
July 12, 2010  - Electronic meeting 
September 13, 2010 - Face to face meeting 
November 8, 2010 - Face to face meeting 
 

Karen Benson asked the Council to support A Proclamation of Recommitment to Full 
Implementation of the ADA in celebration of the 20th anniversary of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.  The Council unanimously approved and the proclamation was signed by Karen 
Benson and Linda Baker on behalf of GCD. 
 
Lastly, Karen Benson reported about a constituent case in Poplar Bluff where a student with 
disabilities had been bullied.  She was able to provide both the school and the student’s family 
with resources and information to help them resolve the situation and bring the student back 
from being home schooled to attending school. 
 
A discussion followed about GCD’s involvement on behalf of constituents in advocacy issues.  
Joe Colagiovanni recommended providing a list of attorneys who are willing to do pro bono 
work on behalf of people with disabilities.  Others recommended the Missouri Bar 
Association’s referral system. 

 
Action item: Add meetings with legislators at the capitol as an agenda item from 2:30 

to 4:30 p.m. for the March and May meetings. 
   Walter Pearson will research Adobe Connect license issue. 
    
Recess was taken for lunch while the Advocacy, Legislative, and Programs Committees met. 
 
Report from Executive Director Linda Baker: 
Linda Baker handed out and summarized her ED report.  She reported about the budgets for 
the Missouri Youth Leadership Forum and GCD.  GCD’s operating (E&E) budget was cut by 
29% for FY2010. 
 
 Legislative Issues: 

Rep. Jeff Grisamore is planning on pre-filing HB1047 on teaching disability history as part 
of the regular school curriculum and declaring October as Disability History Month. 
House Bill 236 was passed and signed into law.  Kaitlyn Thompson, who is the person 
“Kaitlyn’s Law” was named after, attended this year’s Missouri Youth Leadership Forum. 
 
Poster and Journalism Contest: 
Linda Baker proposed changing the P&J contest to a scholarship program.  This was 
discussed under Programs Committee Reports. 
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Inclusion Awards: 
Linda proposed changing this program from yearly to every other year due to budget 
constraints and decreased numbers of nominations.  It was decided to discuss this with 
the Programs Committee. 
 

On September 8, Linda had e-mailed the Council members with a request for support for a 
federal legislation, Inclusive Design Act, sponsored by Rep. Jan Schakowsky, requiring that new, 
federally assisted housing have certain accessibility features.  The majority of the Council 
members who responded by e-mail voted in support of this legislation and Linda responded to 
the request by stating the Council’s support.   
 
Department Liaison Information: 
Robin Rust (DMH) reported that more than 300 people attended the Missouri Consumer, 
Family & Youth Leadership conference, held August 23-25 at Tan-Tar-A.  More than 70% of the 
participants were consumers.  The conference will be held again in 2010.   
The Division of Developmental Disabilities (DD) has received funding to continue working on 
revising their wait list scoring/needs assessment for home and community based services.  The 
next step is the formal rulemaking process to implement this new assessment. 
The Division of DD has received a waiver for children with autism effective July 1, 2009 
 
Phyllis Launius (OSCA) reported that she has prepared a handout about ADA responsibilities 
for the judges.  Council members requested a copy of the handout which Phyllis will provide 
once it has been approved by her supervisor.   
 
Gena Ahlers (DOR) informed the Council that DOR has changed the renewal period of 
permanent disabled placards to four years.  People with disabilities age 75 years and older no 
longer need to provide a physician’s statement for the renewal of their placards.  
DOR will be offering a new brain tumor awareness license plate.   
A new hanging tag will allow military bronze star recipients to park for free in those 
municipalities that have voted to approve this program.  This tag does not allow for parking in 
accessible parking spaces unless the holder also has a disabled placard or license plate. 
 
Kristin Funk (DED/DWD) reported that her agency’s grant for the disability navigator program 
was renewed for the fourth year.  DWD currently has 10 disability navigators in 10 of its 14 
workforce regions.   
DWD will hold several events in October celebrating the National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month. 
 
Michael Armstrong (DHSS) informed the Council that HB 395 sponsored by Rep. Nance has 
passed, which would allow the state to run the money follows the person program on a state 
level until 2011.  So far, the program has not received any funding from the state budget. 
 
Old business: 
The Council discussed Jeanne Hunt’s request for the Council to vote on promoting the 
adoption of a fragrance free policy by all state agencies.  After some discussion, Ms. Hunt 
revised her request and asked the Council to develop a training program to educate and raise 
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awareness about chemical sensitivities.  The Council voted in favor of support the following 
motion:  
Council staff and the advocacy committee will investigate and review current state policies and building 
policies (OA operated and non-OA operated) and possibly develop an educational training and 
awareness campaign about people with chemical sensitivities. 
 
Action item:  Solicit and review policies from state departments and possibly develop 

training/awareness campaign about chemical sensitivities.  
 
GCD committee reports: 
 
Advocacy Committee (Sue Orton reporting): 

• The committee has held two conference calls since the last Council meeting.  There are 
no changes to the legislative update or strategic plan.   

• The committee asked the Council to vote on a request for the Missouri General 
Assembly to pass a resolution asking Congress to sign on to the UN Disabilities 
Convention.  The Council unanimously voted to support this request. 

• Medicaid reimbursement for transportation less than 50 miles has been curtailed.  Linda 
Baker will check into this issue. 
 

Legislative Committee (Ed Duff reporting): 

• LEP needs to be strengthened an solicit support of volunteers to help with the program 

• Legislative Priority polls have been sent out and are beginning to come back to GCD 

• Future LEP surveys need to include specific questions regarding advocacy activities of 
participants after attending the training 

• Invite MOCIL and SILC to help with LEP 
 
Programs Committee (Linda Baker reporting): 

• Poster and Journalism (P&J) contest was discussed with Council.  In order to change the 
program to a scholarship program, the strategic plan would need to be revised. It was 
decided to continue with the P&J contest for this year and explore the scholarship 
program as a new program for next year.  Joe Colagiovanni, on behalf of the finance 
committee, took on the responsibility for raising the $1,400 for the program by sending 
out a fundraising letter.  The programs committee will discuss whether or not GCD 
should continue the P&J contest in addition to the new scholarship program in the 
future. 

• Linda Baker recommended sponsoring the Inclusion Awards program biennially instead 
of annually due to budget constraints and decreasing numbers of nominations over the 
last few years.  Since there was no longer a quorum for a vote, the proposal will be 
discussed by the programs committee via e-mail or conference call.  

 
Finance Committee (Joe Colagiovanni reporting): 
Meeting dates for 2010 have been set and meeting schedule will be sent out to the Council. 
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Action Items: Send 2010 Finance Committee meeting schedule to Council. 
 Schedule conference call with Programs Committee to discuss and vote 

on Inclusion Awards, Poster & Journalism Contest and Scholarship 
Programs. 

 
Council member reports: 
Ed Duff is working on a photo essay regarding access, documenting how corporate chains are 
moving their accessible parking from the front of their stores to the far corners of their lots. 
Additionally, he stated that some subsidized housing projects are rejecting applicants with 
disabilities in favor of senior applicants.   
 
Public Comment: 
None. 
 
New Business: 
Sue Orton announced that there are still openings for participants and exhibitors at the 
upcoming Brain Injury Association conference, held September 30 – October 3, 2009 in St. 
Charles. 
 
The Council discussed the lawsuit against Disney World regarding the use of Segway 
transportation devices by people with disabilities.  Greg Greven also noted that some malls are 
requiring Segway users with disabilities to sign a waiver before entering the mall. 
 
Karen Benson reminded GCD staff to keep the Council informed of any requests from the 
Governor’s office, with budget related issues going to the Finance Committee and all other 
requests going to the Executive Committee. 
 
Action item: Keep Finance/Executive Committee informed about requests from the 

Governor’s office. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:55 PM. 
 
The next Council meeting will be held Friday, November 8, 2009 at 9:30 AM at the 
Governor’s Office Building in Jefferson City, Room 470. 
 

Summary of Action Items: Person Responsible: 

Add meetings with legislators at the capitol as an agenda item 
from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. for the March and May meetings 

Claudia Browner 

Research Adobe Connect license issue Walter Pearson 

Solicit and review policies from state departments and possibly 
develop training/awareness campaign about chemical sensitivities 

GCD staff and advocacy 
committee  

Send 2010 Finance Committee meeting schedule to Council Joe Colagiovanni 

Schedule conference call with Programs Committee to discuss 
and vote on Inclusion Awards, Poster & Journalism Contest and 
Scholarship Programs 

Linda Baker 
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Minutes by Claudia Browner, Executive I                                                           
September 16, 2009 

Keep Finance/Executive Committee informed about requests 
from the Governor’s office 

GCD staff 


